PennBowl Revolution Nein! Round Nine Tossups- Questions by Swarthmore A/B

1. Diseases may be inherited, laterally transmitted, or occur spontaneously. The immune system does not react, and there is no known cure or treatment; the death rate is 100%. The general term for the diseases they cause is transmissible spongiform encephalopathies. FTP, name the disease causing agents of Creutzfeldt-Jakob Disease and Mad Cow Disease, proteinaceous infectious particles.
Answer: Prions

2. In his own time, he was called "The Mendacious," a song by They Might Be Giants calls him "Napoleon of the Stump." FTP, name this eleventh president, a Jacksonian Democrat, elected in 1844, whose administration saw the Taos Rebellion and the Mexican War as well as the peaceful annexation most of the useful parts of the Oregon country.
Answer: James Knox Polk

3. This third baseman and winner of three American League batting titles experienced World Series defeat in 1986 as a member of the Red Sox, and would not be part of a championship team until 10 years later with the Yankees.  FTP, name this player, known for his habit of eating chicken before every game, who recently retired from the Tampa Bay Devil Rays with 3,010 hits.
Answer: Wade Boggs

4. The protagonist’s first beloved turns out to be an automaton, the second sings herself to death, the third steals his reflection and goes off in a gondola, and his current flame is disgusted by his drunken behavior, leaving him no choice but to go home with his muse. FTP, name this opera, based on the stories of a 19th-century German author, by Jacques Offenbach.
Answer: The Tales of Hoffman (also accept Les Contes d'Hoffmann)

5. One of the few monarchies remaining in Sub-Saharan Africa and one of three countries completely surrounded by another, the official languages of this country are English and Sesotho.  The Drakensburg Mountains are in the east and the Orange river has its source here before flowing into neighboring South Africa.  FTP, name this African country, completely surrounded by South Africa, whose capital is Maseru.
Answer: Lesotho

6. The Austrian-born analyst who eats phalic-shaped corndogs and wrote Moses and Monotheism. The composer of the Missa Solemnis who loves to play Mozart and “Slippery When Wet.”, the man who attacked sophistry until his 399 BC death. Their names are Sigmund Freud (FROOD), Beethoven (BEETH-uhv-en),, and Socrates (SOH-crates), and FTP, they all meet in what movie starring Alex Winter and Keanu Reeves?
Answer: Bill and Ted”s Excellent Adventure

7.In the outward form, most show pentaradial symmetry.  The only major deuterostome group besides chordates, they are grouped in the five living classes, though twenty are extinct, and most have tube feet, whichcan be used for suction, filtering or burrowing, depending on the organism.  FTP, name this phylum, members of which include sea lilies, sea cucumbers, sea urchins, brittle stars and starfish.
Answer: Echinodermata or Echinoderms

8. The traditional site of its writing is Ephesus, though both Antioch and Alexandria have been proposed and the traditional date is the late 90’s.  Twenty-one chapters long, it was probably written by more the one person.  The first chapter primarily consists of a poem which states the major themes of the work.  FTP name this last written and only non-synoptic gospel.
Answer: The Gospel according to John

9. Our Exagmination Round His Factification for Incamination of Work in Progress was a book of essays about this author's current work published by Shakespeare and Company in 1929. It included an essay by his countryman and fellow exile, Samuel Beckett. The work in question was itself not published until 1939. FTP, name this author, who later changed the title of "Work in Progress" to Finnegans Wake.
Answer: James Joyce

10.A memorial modeled on Stonehenge was contructed to commemorate it, but it was torn down by the invading Soviets in 1945, and it shares its name with a 1410 defeat of the Teutonic knights. Fought in late August of 1914 it was the first major victory of Paul von Hindenburg and the most decisive German victory of the entire war.  FTP, name this World War I battle that ended the Russian invasion of East Prussia.
Answer: Battle of Tannenburg

11. Various new age groups have claimed that the energy from this class of theoretical particle can have beneficial effects on the body by balancing the body’s electro-magnetic fields.  It is one of three major types of particles, the other two being tardyons and luxons.  FTP, name this particle whose name comes from the Greek word for “very fast particle” and which moves faster than the speed of light.
Answer: Tachyon

12. He is best known for his work at the company which was known as Timely Comics when he started working for it in 1939.  Among his best known works are the Incredible Hulk, the Silver Surfer, the Fantastic Four and the X-Men, all of which he created with longtime collaborator Jack Kirby.  FTP, name the father of Marvel Comics.
Answer: Stan Lee (accept: Stanley Martin Lieber)

13.Placed in the instability strip of the Hertzsprung-Russell diagram, these stars’ characteristic period is from five to ten days.  Harlow Shapely first attempted to construct a period-luminosity relationship for these stars.  FTP, name this class of variable stars often used as a means for calibrating distances.
Answer: Cepheid variables

14.It ended when its capital was captured with the help of the Ever-Victorious army led by the English soldier Charles Gordon.  It attempted a strict segregation of the sexes, and actually had regiments of women soldiers. Led by Hong Xiuquan (Shi-quan) with its capital at Nanjing, who believed himself Jesus's younger brother, it ended with over twenty million dead.  FTP, name this Chinese rebellion that lasted from 1851 to 1864.
Answer: Taiping rebellion

15. Some of his lesser known works include The Three Stigmata of Palmer Eldritch, Confessions of a Crap Artist, and his autobiography VALIS, in which he described how he received messages from God.  FTP, name this author whose works We Can Remember It For You Wholesale and Do Robots Dream of Electric Sheep inspired the films Total Recall and Blade Runner.
Answer: Philip K. Dick

16. She was sent to Belgium as a spy by Charles II, but he refused to pay her return passage so she was thrown into debtor's prison. She spent time in Suriname, which inspired her most famous work. FTP, name this novelist, poet, and dramatist, according to Vita Sackville-West the first woman to make a living solely through writing, the author of Oroonoko, or the Royal Slave.
Answer: Aphra Behn

17. According to Hawaiian mythology, the fire-god lived in Kilauea and was responsible for volcanism. She rejected the advances of Kamapua'a, a pig-god, and then lost to him in battle. FTP, name this wrathful goddess who shares her name with a famous Brazilian soccer player.
Answer: Pele

18.  Made vizier of Egypt at the age of thirty-one, he overthrew the Shi'ite Fatimids and brought Egypt back into the Sunni fold, establishing his family the Ayyubids as Sultans there.  At Nur ad-Din's death in 1174, he expanded his power into Syria before turning his attention to the Crusader states.  FTP, name this man who took Jerusalem from the Crusaders in 1189.
Answer: Saladin or Salah ad-Din Yusuf

19. “A fine little girl, she wait for me. Me catch the ship across the sea. I sailed the ship all alone. I never think I'll make it home.”  These were some of the actual lyrics to this song, written by Richard Berry, notorious for being unintelligible.  FTP, name this song, most famously recorded in 1963 by The Kingsmen.
Answer: Louie, Louie

20.It consists of three main parts, the primary coil, a simple coil, the secondary coil, which is a hollow core around which magnet wire is coiled, and the toroid, a ring or ball that sits on top of the secondary coil.  It takes the output from a transformer and driver circuit and steps it up to an extremely high voltage, creating a powerful electric field in the process.  FTP, name this invention named for the man who invented AC power.
Answer: Tesla Coil

21.This film consists of eight vignettes, ostensibly based on experiences of the director. The first episodes demonstrate childlike wonder at fantastical manifestations of nature, while later ones depict a post-Apocalyptic world informed by fear of nuclear war. Martin Scorsese makes a notable appearance as Vincent Van Gogh. FTP, name this 1990 film, from the same director as Ran and The Seven Samurai.
Answer: Akira Kurosawa's Dreams

22. Different stories have it that this Hellenic philosopher died by heat exhaustion at a gymnastic contest, by falling off a cliff while star-gazing, or by falling down a well. A theorem named after him says that every triangle inscribed in a semicircle is right. FTP, name this Ionian man who claimed that everything is water.
Answer: Thales

23. She appeared in independent silent films produced by the company owned by her lover Bryher, but is more famous for her writing. Her prose works are mainly autobiographical, such as HERmione and The Gift, while her poetry includes “Helen in Egypt.” FTP, name this Pennsylvania poet best known for her early involvement with the Imagist school.
Answer: H.D. (also accept Hilda Doolittle or Hilda Aldington)

24. Liz Imbrie and Mike Connor work for Spy Magazine.  They arrive at the Seth and Margaret Lord's house to get the scoop on the marriage of their daughter to George Kittredge.  Mike starts to fall for Tracy, the bride-to-be, while Tracy's ex-husband, C.K. Dexter Haven is working to breakup the marriage, and is responsible for having sent the reporters.  FTP, name this 1940 film starring Cary Grant, Jimmy Stewart, and Katherine Hepburn?
Answer: The Philadelphia Story

25. It quotes from Nietzche, Plato, Aristotle and Thomas More amongst others.  It divides political systems into frontier, democratic, police state or fundamentalist and economic systems into simple, free market, planned or green.  It considers seven distinct ideologies as personified by seven factions colonizing a planet in the title system, among them the Lord’s Believers and Gaia’s Stepdaughters. FTP, name this computer game.
Answer: Sid Meier’s Alpha Centauri

26. She was born in Stratford-upon-Avon, and ran away at an early age from the prospect of an unhappy marriage to London. There she attempted to break into the male enclave of theatre, but was turned away. She ended her obscure life by committing suicide. This describes the life of, FTP, what hypothetical character created by Virginia Woolf in A Room of One's Own to illustrate the obstacles barring the way of the woman writer?
Answer: Judith Shakespeare

27. Also known as the “water wolf,” this species is known as a good North American game fish.  Recently, though, it has been in the news when California officials decided to erect a mile long barrier across a Sierra-Nevada lake in order to force, FTP,  what type of fish to eat its young next spring, in order to save the salmon and trout in the area?
Answer: The Northern Pike

28.  In the 1930s she was billed as the most beautiful woman in the world.  This Austrian’s looks got her starring roles in Tortilla Flat, White Cargo, and Lady of the Tropics.  She was also reputed to have been Hal Wallis’ first choice for the role of Ilsa in Casablanca.  FTP, identify this early sex symbol, who was found dead in her Orlando home last Wednesday.
Answer: Hedy Lamarr


